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-@ Azden SGM-X

Affordable shotgun mic aims to
capture only the audio you want.
By Tom Patrick McAuliffe
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@ WITH TODAY'S CAMERAS, DV AND
otherwise, manufacturershave made agreat
efforttoinclude onboard microphones that
capturebetteraudio. But OEMs can walk the
tightrope of features-versus-price only so
far. Touse the DVformat effectively,
especiallywhen eventually transferring to
film, shooters stick to medium to medium-
longshots (butframed tightly). This creates
aproblemwhenthereismorethana
normal amountofambientroomnoise and
the conversationyouare tryingtorecord is
more than about 12ft. away.

Ashotgunmic, sonamed because of its
shape, isdesigned toaddressjustsucha
situation: helpinga conversation pop out
frombackground noise. These
microphones “focus” their audio capture
onaspecificarea, while excludingaudio on
theirsides and behind them. Shotgun mics
are common in motion pictures and
television, and untilrecently only those
types of productions could afford adecent
shotgunmic.

Overthelast20yearsAzdenhasmadea
name foritselfby providing cost-effective
professional and semi-professional audio-
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Featuring a super-cardioid pattern
and a mini-jack plug, the Azden
SGM-X shotgun mic is made
expressly for MiniDV camcorders.

for-video products. The new SGM-Xsuper-
cardioid shotgun micis designed
exclusively for DV cameras. Atunder $200,
it'sasmall price to ensure thatthe
conversations yourecord are crystal-clear.
The SGM-Xis powered by asmall LR-44
photobattery.Inaclassymove, Azden
includes one. Smaller than the other
shotgun mics Azden offers, the 8.34in.-long
SGM-Xalso comes with ashoe mount for
connection toyour camera.IuseaSony
VX1000MiniDV camera. The micfitsontop,
and the supplied mini-to-minioutput cable
connectstothe camera’saudioinput.
Monitoringthe audio through

headphones
(youdothat,
don’tyou?) makesthe
differenceimmediately
obvious. Ifyou've ever tried
to correctaudioin the edit
suite with various audio
software packages and plug-
ins, you'll certainly appreciate the
advantages ofashotgun miclike the SGM-X.
Iwasimpressed with the mic’swide
frequencyresponse. Atthe softend, youcan
almosthearanant cough—with verylow
noise from either the unititselfor the
camera.And evenwhenIrecorded alive
band up close with high sound-pressure
levels, the mic didn’tfold or distort the
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Company: Azden

Franklin Square, N.Y.; (516) 328-7500
www.azdencorp.com

Product: SGM-X shotgun mic
Assets: Low noise; simple mini-jack 1/O;
windscreen for breezy conditions; shoe
mount for easy attachment to camera.
Caveats: Use the windscreen only in
windy situations to avoid muffling the
sound.

Demographic: MiniDV shooters record-
ing conversations in environments with
ambient noise.

Price: $299.95

sound.

Theunitcomeswithanicewindscreen
that coversvirtually the entire mic. While
effectivein awindy situation, Iwould not
recommend usingitall the time, asit
seemed to muffle the sound abit. The
maximum effective range for most
camcorders’ onboard micis 10-12ft., butthe
problemisthat everythingis recorded. With
ashotgun micyou “focus” the
miconaspecificareaabout 15-25ft. away,
and the mic does not pickup audio from the
sides orbehind. This allows for
conversations thataremuch more
discernible over background noises.

Ireallyliked the mini-plug conveyance
ofthe SGM-Xand itslack ofbulky adapters.
ButIwonder, could the micbe made to
draw power from the cameraitself? Sure as
anything, I'llbe outonashootand the
batterywill die. I also wish Azden could
provide asmall vinyl pouch to store the mic,
butthat’sallminutiae. The bottomlineis
that the SGM-X will make your videos sound
better.

Ifyoudon’thaveapro-level XLR mic
already, the SGM-Xmightbeagood
solution, especiallywhen you consider the
costandbulkiness of XLR audio adapters.I
like that the michas an on/off switch so you
cansave onbattery power. Thiswayyou can
also compareitwith the sound fromthe
camera’sonboard mic thoughyour
headphones.

Perhapsyou're skeptical because the
Azden SGM-Xdoesn'tcostagrand? Don’t
be.AswithmanyotherA/Vproducts, the
advantages of computer-aided designand
efficienciesin manufacturingmeanlower
prices. Withnewformatslike 5.1 surround
sound and DVD-Audio, greatsound is more
importantthan ever.

Ifyouhave ever been dissatisfied with
theaudio your MiniDV camerarecords, try
the Azden SGM-X and you'llnever shoot
withoutitagain.




